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PRESS RELEASE 
 

LA VERSION FRANCAISE EST EN SUITE DE LA VERSION ANGLAISE et des FAQs 
FRENCH VERSION IS BELOW THE ENGLISH VERSION and the FAQs 

LES JUGEMENTS CONCERNES SONT EN FIN DE DOCUMENT 
CONCERNED JUDGEMENTS ARE AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT 

 
European Directive 2005/36/EC – 2013/55/EU  –  Free Movement of Professionals –  Mutual 

recognition of qualifications - Protectionism  –  Alpine Skiing  –  Refusal of enforcement of EU and 
national legislation  –  French Administration 

 
 
Summary : 
 
On November 22nd 2016, the French administrative judge of the Tribunal of Lyon, has declared 7 
(seven) times illegal, the position of the French sport administration and of the Region Rhône-Alpes 
Préfet who had refused to deliver a Professional Card for the exercise of the profession of alpine ski 
instructor to Mrs Amy PIERCY and Ms Simon BUTLER, Mark GIBBS, Alex CASEY, James 
WILKINS, Adam ALDER-COX and Philippe MAY, all British citizens, qualified at various levels to 
teach alpine skiing for remuneration in their home Member State and who had regularly proceeded to 
their declaration in accordance with French law. 
 
It is a decision of principle which rules according to the substance of the legislation. 
 
 
 

Louise Hall

Simon Butler pledges to employ 
Basi Level 2 instructors this year

British instructor Simon Butler has said 
he will apply for licences for Basi Level 2 
and 3 instructors in France this spring.

On November 22, 2016, a court 
in Lyon ruled that not only was the 
authorities’ decision to refuse him a  
carte professionnelle illegal, but also the 
decision to refuse it to his instructors 
who have the lower British Association 
of Snowsport Instructors qualifications.

Butler, 54, who has run instructional 
ski holidays in Megève for 34 years said 
that for this season he would continue to 
employ the three Basi Level 4-equivalent 
instructors he had taken on before the 
surprise judgement. Until the ruling it 
was assumed that only they could teach.

Using such highly skilled racers, who 
have passed the Eurotest speed test, to 
teach young children is losing his firm, 
SB Ski, money, so this spring he will start 
the bureaucratic process of applying for 
licences for less qualified instructors.

He said he would seek damages from 
the French Ministry of Sport for loss 
of work and reputational damage. The 
authorities had till January 23 to appeal.

Butler was arrested in February 2014, 
and has been unable to work until now. 
Following the ruling, he gave his first 
lesson in December. He said: “It was the 

Indoor slope planned for Tignes

Tignes is the unlikely site for a planned 
snowdome with an indoor chairlift to 
serve the 400m run. When asked why a 
resort that offers summer skiing on its 
3,455m Grande Motte glacier needed 
a snowdome, Jean-Christophe Vitale, 
mayor of the French town, said: “The 
glacier has lost 30 per cent of its ski area 
and will lose another 30 per cent.”

The €62 million Ski Line project 
— with surfing pool, 1,000-bed hotel 
and shopping centre — has had initial 
approval and now goes to the prefecture 
for final planning permission.

It could open as early as 2018 on a site 

Esprit Ski hails another 
court victory in battle to 
take term-time holidays 
Harriet Johnston

Esprit Ski, which runs family holidays, 
has welcomed another court victory 
for families who go on holiday in term 
time. In December Salisbury Magistrates 
Court overturned fines issued by 
Swindon Council to three families. 

Due to demand, prices often double 
at half-term, and Ian Hope, programme 
director of Esprit Ski, said: “For many 
families there is no choice except to take 
holidays during term time.”

Meanwhile Jon Platt’s long-running 
legal battle over a £120 fine from Isle of 
Wight Council for taking his daughter 
to the US is set to be decided by the 
Supreme Court on January 31.

Red Mountain pulls in the 
crowds to secure funding

Red Mountain in Canada is halfway to 
raising the funds it needs to keep going 
in a crowd-funding campaign.

The ski area, in British Columbia, 
is fighting to keep its independence, 
and launched its campaign in August 
last year, a fortnight after Vail Resorts’ 
takeover of Whistler Blackcomb.

The resort, above the former mining 
town of Rossland, has got C$5.5 million 
of its C$10 million target, at which point 
it will start issuing shares and offering 
perks to its new owners. Ski+board 
covered its expansion into Grey 
Mountain in its November 2014 edition.
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Hopes are raised for new 
snow centre in Sheffield

Sheffield City Council has approached 
developers to transform its derelict ski 
village into an outdoor adventure centre.

Once one of the largest artificial slopes 
in Europe, the 30-acre site has lain in 
ruins since it was destroyed by a fire 
in 2012. It has suffered several arson 
attacks, vandalism and fly-tipping.

The council wants a developer to turn 
the site into a “nationally significant 
attraction”, with skiers hoping this 
means rebuilding it as a snow sports 
centre. British athletes such as James 
Woods and Katie Summerhayes credit 
the slope with starting their careers.

is a red run in Val Claret reserved for ESF 
races. In winter it would use real snow 
and the air-conditioning would run 
on energy from the nearby dam, solar 
panels on the roof and a biomass boiler.

Simon Butler, above, and 
a press release from the 
European Confederation 
of Outdoor Employers 
confirming the ruling

best Christmas present. It was with two 
tiny tots and was brilliant. I’m not good 
at much, but ski teaching I am good at. 

“When you have what you’re good at 
taken away, to get it back is wonderful. 
You love and appreciate it all the more.”
Lessons in fair play — Page 20
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